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This January, renowned activist, poet, educator, and writer Maya Ange-
lou became the first Black woman to appear on the U.S. quarter. One 
of the most influential poets and storytellers in American history, the 
decision to commemorate Angelou’s work and fight for equality was 

made--as stated by Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen--because 

“each time we redesign our currency, we have the 
chance to say something about our country -- what we 
value, and how we’ve progressed as a society.”

An author, director, performer, and activist, Maya Angelou’s career spans over 
36 remarkable works including memoirs, poetry, and stories. Born in St. Louis, 
Missouri in 1928, Angelou grew up as an African American woman among the 
racial apartheid and violence of the Jim Crow South. Raised by her 
grandmother, she suffered abuse and oppression including a traumatic event
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Celebrate

with the 86 FSS Libraries
Black History Month-inspired Story Time (10:30am):
 Feb 16: Vogelweh Library
 Feb 23: Ramstein Library

Book Club discussion of The Nickel Boys by Colson   
Whitehead in recognition of Black History Month;   
copies available at both libraries and as an e-book and  
audiobook through the Libby App.
 Feb. 23 at 17:30 at Vogelweh Library

Afrofuturism display at the Ramstein Library

Black History Month-themed book display  at Vogelweh  
Library

Online Curated Reading List inspired by Black authors  
and their work

Celebrate Black History Month 
with the 86 FSS Libraries this February:
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https://www.facebook.com/86FSSLibraries
https://airforcelibraries.libguides.com/86FSS


“She was special, she was 
rare, she was more

 beautiful than perhaps even 
she realized, because she was, 

among other things, such an 
artist, that she could not only 
create worlds on paper, or in 
a listener’s imagination, but 
she also managed, over and 

over again in her long life, to 
create and recreate

 herself.”

-- Alice Walker

at the age of eight that triggered a 
five-year-long self-imposed mutism; 
a teacher helped a young Angelou 
discover a love for poetry and the 
spoken word, inspiring her to find 
her voice, power, and break her 
silence.

The early years of her life were told 
through Angelou’s first autobiog-
raphy, I Know Why the Caged Bird 
Sings (1969). Nominated for a Na-
tional Book Award, the start of an 
eventual seven memoirs was an 
enormous success--the first nonfic-
tion bestseller by an African Amer-
ican woman--and became popular 
reading in high schools and univer-
sities, inspiring countless students 
with her story of overcoming racism, 
trauma, and prejudice. 

Angelou’s most famous work is also 
one of the most banned; historical-
ly and consistently challenged in 
schools and libraries, I Know Why 
the Caged Bird Sings was named to 
the American Library Association’s 
list of the 100 Most Frequently Chal-
lenged Books of 1990-2000 and 
continues to be challenged as re-
cently as last year. 

In the 1950s, Angelou worked doing 
multiple jobs including dancing, per-
forming, and becoming the first Af-
rican American streetcar conductor, 
before joining the Harlem Writers 
Guild. After hearing a speech by Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., she became 
an activist for civil rights, working 
alongside Dr. King and Malcolm X. 

She also continued to create in the 
performing arts, including writing 
screenplays (she was the first 
African American woman to have 
her screenplay produced as a film), 
directing, and acting. 

In 2002, Angelou published one of 
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her final autobiographies, A Song 
Flung Up to Heaven, a book that 
required fifteen years to finish as 
she struggled to relive and tell the 
difficult story of not only her life, but 
of the civil rights movement, and 
the fight for African Americans to 
achieve 
equality. 

While known for her autobiogra-
phies, Angelou was also an
acclaimed poet and spoken word 
artist; she wrote about love, the 
strength of women, the human
spirit, and justice. Her first collection 
of poetry, Just Give Me a Cool Drink 
of Water ‘fore I Die, was published in 
1971 and earned Angelou a nomina-
tion for the Pulitzer Prize. 

In the later years of her career, her 
accomplishments included:

• Published more poetry, essay col-
lections, and children’s books 
• Served on two presidential com-
mittees (Gerald Ford in 1975 and 
Jimmy Carter in 1977)
• Won three Grammy’s
• Awarded the National Medal of the 
Arts in 2000
• Awarded the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom (2010)
• Awarded the Literarian Award for 
Outstanding Service to the 
American Literary Community (a 
lifetime achievement award) in 
2013. 

The following year, Maya Angelou 
passed away in North Carolina at 
the age of 86.

Adult books 

to read 

this month
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https://usaf-ipac.sirsidynixasp.co.uk/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=I6425V25N2467.4476218&profile=xram&source=~!usafe_test&view=subscriptionsummary&uri=full=3100017~!303720~!3&ri=21&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ipp=20&spp=20&staffonly=&term=Angelou,+Maya.&index=.AW&uindex=&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=21
https://usaf-ipac.sirsidynixasp.co.uk/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=I6425V25N2467.4476218&profile=xram&source=~!usafe_test&view=subscriptionsummary&uri=full=3100017~!11802~!0&ri=5&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ipp=20&spp=20&staffonly=&term=Angelou,+Maya.&index=.SW&uindex=&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=5
https://usaf-ipac.sirsidynixasp.co.uk/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=I6425V25N2467.4476218&profile=xram&source=~!usafe_test&view=subscriptionsummary&uri=full=3100017~!1167288~!5&ri=7&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ipp=20&spp=20&staffonly=&term=Angelou,+Maya.&index=.SW&uindex=&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=7


For more books by Maya Angelou and other 
African American writers visit the 
Ramstein and Vogelweh Libraries

Children’s books to 

read by Maya 

Angelou this month
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https://usaf-ipac.sirsidynixasp.co.uk/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=I6425V25N2467.4476218&profile=xram&source=~!usafe_test&view=subscriptionsummary&uri=full=3100017~!21551~!8&ri=11&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ipp=20&spp=20&staffonly=&term=Angelou,+Maya.&index=.SW&uindex=&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=11
https://usaf-ipac.sirsidynixasp.co.uk/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=I6425V25N2467.4476218&profile=xram&source=~!usafe_test&view=subscriptionsummary&uri=full=3100017~!1076976~!1&ri=16&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ipp=20&spp=20&staffonly=&term=Angelou,+Maya.&index=.AW&uindex=&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=16
https://usaf-ipac.sirsidynixasp.co.uk/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=I6425V25N2467.4476218&profile=xram&source=~!usafe_test&view=subscriptionsummary&uri=full=3100017~!1063875~!19&ri=23&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ipp=20&spp=20&staffonly=&term=Angelou,+Maya.&index=.AW&uindex=&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=23

